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NARRATIVE 


The late right Noble, and magnifi-} 
4 cent LORD, 


Oliver Cromvvell, | 
[The Lord Protector of .England, 


Scotland , and Ireland; With the Dowir ions 
| thercof. 


Together with a brief Recapitula- 
| tion(or Declaration)of His many MiraculousViQories, Virtues, 
and Archievements,throughout the chree Nations, 


With His Deceaſe on Friday,the 3d 
# of Septemb.1658,being above 60 years of Age; And the EleRion 
of His eldeſt Son the Lord Richard, to be Lord Proteftor of 
England,Scotland,8e Ireland&c.With the Proclaiming 
we of His Highneſs on Satarday, ( the 4th ioftant) 
throughout the Cities of Londex,and 
WeſtminFer. 


772 itten by T, UW. of the Midale-Temple,London, for the preſent per- 
ſal of all boneft Patriots : And allowed enby ſpecial eAmberity;ro be 
forthwith Primed and Publiſhed, - 0 
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CHARACTER 


The bay Right Noble IN magn1- 
fs ficent LORD: | 


" Oliver Ciomdl 


The. Lord Protector ,of ey ora 
_ Scotland, and Ireland... 


E was born at Huntington, of Honourable Parents, and 
anciently of the Name and Family of #i/l:am;'s,Gentle» 
men of Note, in the County: ot. Glamergan in Seuth- 


wales ;\ which in the Reign of-King® Henry the Erghthy 
was changed into the Name of CR OMMWE'L RE -: 
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He had his Education in the Univerhty of Cambridge, whence be : 
came to Lince/nes-1nn , where we. find him not to have ſpent over 
much rime inthe inddy of the Laws; bur for the betcering of his un+ 


derſtanding, ratheremploy'd his tudies, i in reading of men , then co 
A 2 | dwell ; 


| (SF 
dwell on the book; as being naturally more inclined, and affeRing 
che praRick part, then the cheorick;though in the Liberal Sciences he 
was not to ſeek of a competenc ſhare of learning, fees 


\ Doubtleſſe he was a great proficient, both intheknowledge of 
men and beoks, and a great obleryer of the Generall affaires of the 
World, which appeared not openly , untill 6pportunity gave him 
the help, where, and how, to ſhey what he was, and would be,in the 
ative parc, and Military employment , wherein even from the firſt 


beginnins,co the laſt of the late unnaturalWarrs,on the very firft un- © 


ſheathing ofche Sword, he fided with the Parliament, and conſtant- 
iy Rood firme and truſty in the upholding the eftabliſhed Religion, 
the Laws of the Land, andTiberryes of lis Coumry, even to thevery 
period of his dayes, and in a moſt devout profeſſion, and defending 
of them altogether, with the priviledges of Parliament, ofthe breach 
of which, none was more render , and fought more Valiant!y for 
their preſeryation, without the leaſt tergiveriation or backſliding 


from that party to which he adheared, 


At the very beginning of the Warr, he was no more then a Cap- 
caine of a Horſe Troop » which our of a publique ſpiric,” and zeal to 
the cauſe, he firſt raiſed at kiis own charge , and by degrees ( not by 
leaps) he deſervedly came co higher Commands, having ſoon at- 
cained ro the reputation of a moli expert, Skiltul), vigilenc, and indi- 
fatieable Sovidier, even to the wonder &'admiration of his affitants, 
and ſhortly after came ta be (by the Parliaments prudent choice ) 
Commander in chief, ' his then miraculous archievements conſider- 
ed, both in abſolute finiſhipg , and putting an end to the fury of the 
Warr in England, and topping of that wide Orifice of blood, which 
ran throughout moſt parts ofthe Kingdom, during the full tearme of 
ſix yeares, his then expeditious reducing of /rel/and,and Sonth-Wales , 
with that which is of more remarke 4 the overthrow of Duke Han- 
bletons Tnvading Army , the Kirk Armys at Dazbor, together with 
the reducing of all the Kingdom of Scotland , his there defeating of 
Charles Stwart's Army at Worcefter; and all this done (as we ſay) in a 
trice; ſo that toatcribute theſe wonderful Vicoryes co blind For- 
tune,would be a derogation toGods great providence,which we may 
ſaſely believe guided him in all theſe enterprizes, DT 
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| Neicher taut we emic, how then he ſetled the Natives of the 
2Kingdomes, with choſe of che-Pciacipalicy, in a firm Peace, con» 
crary co theexpeQation of all men, ſo thar, wichour flattery, ir may 
be (aid of him) as it is of Ceſar, that Vent, Vid, & Vicit, that is, 
He came, he (aw, and be conquered, 

His next great work was, the Reformation of the Churches 
affairs, too much diſeaſed and disjoynted by the admiſſion thereinto 
of too many'idoll, ignorant, and debauch'c Miniſters ; but that 
which is more remarkable, 1s, that of eſtabliſhing the Peace of the 


three Kingdomes, under ſuch an Ariftocraticall Government, thacr 


every man that will, may ſecurely ſleep under his own. Vine, and 
enjoy their .eſtares, withour fear of farther blood-ſhed, rapine and 


pluncer, 


He married into the ancient and noble Family ofthe Bowrchers, 
ſometimes Earls of Eſſex, by whom he had two Sons, the Lord &:- 
chard, lately made ProteRor, in his Father's room, and the Lord 


Henry, now Lord Deputy of re/and, Perſons, of great honor, hopes, 


and abilicyes, and tour Daughters, all Ladies of eminent vercues : 
The Lady Bridget, his eldeſt, firſt married co the Lord 7reror, lately, 


- Lord Deputy of {relaxd, and fince his Deceaſe, to the right noble 


Lord Charles Fleetwood:the Lady Elizabeth,his 2d Daughter,married 
to the Lord Claypole, lately deceaſed : the Lady Hary, his third 
Daughter, married co the right honourable the Lord Viſcount Fax- 
conberg, the Lady Francs his fourth, and youngeſt, Daughter, mar- 
ried tothe right honourable Robert Rich, Grand-child co the righr 
honourable the Earl of #Yarwick, lately Lord Admirall of England, 
during moſt of the time of the War berween che late King 2 Par- 
liament : And all theſe his Children, married and honourably diſ- 
poſed of in his life-time ; ſo that we may truly ſay, chat he lived, to 
be an Eye-witneſs of Ged's great Mercy.& Blefſings,powred on him- 
ſelfand whole Family, even to admiration, if we look upon the dt- 
ſafters of other families,wherein we afſidually ſee the Father, andthe 
Children to be disjoyned by death, and left rothe wide World, to 
ſeek their livelihoods, our of che cold Charity of Kindred, and ſuch 
as take 00 Care either for their Education, or Maintenance, 

| Now? 


- Now; 45 tohis Perſon, ke wasralt, welliers and well proportio- 
ned, throughout che whole 'Linzamencs:and Dimenſions offs Ros 
dy, and a moſt Ative, Vigilan', Wary, and Circumipett- Com mans 
der, in all his Martiail F mployments, -even to the wonder ofthe 
Times; and of an high extraordivary Head-peece, yet he dayned not 
to be counlelled, even in molt of his lefler Aﬀairs, 


As to his Tnt*I'eQuals, Gifts, #nd Abilities, ofhiis Mind, they 
were wit" out compare,(uited to that Great Work;whereunto (a8 we 
may (afely bel:ive ) Almighty God 1n his great providence, had 

re-ordained Him to aceompliſhyin vindicating the Religion, Laws, 
and Liberties of his Conntry ; wherein-he acted the part both of an 
expert Souldierza merciful General,a moſt zealous defender.of Gods 


Truth,and freed the three Nations from blood,rapine,and Tyranny, 


ſertled andeſtabliſhed them all in peace and quietnefle; which if ic 
be rightly taken into confideration;manifeſtly ſthews, That He alone 
was by God appoinred to this' moſt Important work, and Hercylias 
Labour ; which we ſee him-to have nobly performed, without vain- 
-lory, oftentation, or boaſting ; but in a air, quier, deliberare; nd 
modeſt readper of mind, & toyl of bodytfor we find Him nor ſubJe& 


ro paſſion, lordlineſſe, Ratelineſſe, or preſumption, (the common 


and inſeparable flawes and faults of greatneſſe)bur of an even,vrave, 
ayed, patient and affable comportment towards all men, and of 
all ſorts, whether bigh or low, eſpecially rowards the diſtreſſed; 
yet of a very high, valt,and incomparable Judgment , 'withour the 
leaſt tinRure of pride, rage of fury. . 

He was Uxorious, andexceeding loving towards Her, thar' had 
the Honour of His bed:. and a moſt Tender and Induleent Father, 
towards all thoſe which God had ſent Him, by tt e only dear Conſort 
borh of his yourh,. and old age : a happinefle and bleſſing {eldome 
ſeen toaccompany .old ind young to their graves : and to ſce 
their Iſſnes honourably diſpoledof in bis life-time; which is a vi- 


ible figne and argument, that God had beliowed this great bleſſing . 


upon Him;and His. 

He lived to be an eye-witneſle of the perferment of all his cff- 
{pringro honour and ereatneſle, and to leave behind him ſuch a pac- 
tern of piety, zeal to the publique intereſt, and ſuch an abundant 
example of Charity, towards all men in diſtreſſe, as cannot be par- 


rallei'd” 


(7) 

rallel'd in any we have known ; And althonch we have 86 Mo- 
namenrsof Him eſt. us in Stones; )and Structures, yet have we in- 
finice Preſidents of his. bounty and liberality topoor maimed Soul, 
diers, & diſtreſſed peop'e of either Sex,which arethelmages of the 
Creator; on whom it is credibly reported, that out of his innate 
compaſſion,hebeltowed not (d little as, 4000e !,per annum,out of 
his own purſe,and the allowance conferd on Him by the State for 
the honour of the Nations, and His Court : ſo that we find Him 
not any wayes noted of coyetouſnefſe;yer frugal and:ſparitg'id all 
His expences ; ſofar as ſured with Hogour and His place, 


He came tobe: PROTECTOR in a very ſcaſonable 


times far the honour and ſupport of tis Country, and at 


a timewhen as there was tio Stecrs-man ar the Helm; 
and 'tis a queſtion, not eaſily to be refolved, whether 
then, there could be any One found fir to undergo a 
place of ſuch Unweildinefle and Truſt;other then Him- 
ſelf, which. he faithfully wwderwent, apd, diſcharged; 
with as much Honour, Integrity, and Applauſe, (even 
of his Enemies) as poſſibly could be expected; 


He undertook this Unweildy and Butrhenſom Place, 
on an 1 of the Wars in all the three Kingdomes, 
Decemb, 16, 1653. and ended the troubleſome courſe of 
his life (atthe Age of above 60 year:) on the third of 
September ; on which Day, he obtaincd thoſe two Ad- 
mirable Vi&ories, at D&-bar and Worceſter ; which ſame 
Day, being formerly a day of Trouble to him ; God was 
now graciouſly pleaſed to make it a Day of Reſt, by ta- 
king him to Himſelf. - He was maghtfied and beloved of 


*all honeſt hearted men; and we believe as little hated 


of any, as we have read of, living in the ſplendour of 
Command and Greatneflc ; having reduced the Thtce 
Kingdoms in a ſettled Peace, and Quietn«ſle,to the won- 
der of the World, and contrary to the genetal expeRta- 
tion of the beſi Ju2gment, — _. 


_—— 


(3) 
- The Lerd &ICHA R&D his eldeſt 'Son- being the: 
next day proclaimed LORD PROTECTOR. of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; A Perſon, on whem the Hopes of 
the Nations grow ſtrong, That he (as he ſucceeds ſo 
Illiſtrious a Father) will not degenerate from the Virtues 
of ſuch an unparallell'd Parent. | 


To ſpeak more in his-praiſe, would be a leſſening to; 
his Worth and Merits, and happily a means ro draw: 
envy on the Author, who hath written this little (much 
teo ſcanty) for his great and miraculous Atchievements, 
his famous Vi&eries, and everlaſting praiſe ;. which in' 
times-to come will (doubtlefle) be augmented taa Vo- 
lume; which happily the Natienſhall ſhortly ſce. 


God in his great mercy ſo blefle and prefper his Hope- 
full Sncceſfour, that he may-be &- Keligions Imitator of. 
Him,who is at Reft; and that he may be totheſe Nations 
ſuch a Patriot, as-preeeded- him, in the Government, 


Which is cordially wiſh'd by him, who ſubſcribes 


7;L., of the Middle- 
Temple, Londen, 


